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| ITAJAI, SANTA CATARINA, BRAZIL

Join us at the University of Vale do Itajai for the eighth edition of our international
conference, building on the rich discussions established in the last edition of the event
held in Padova. This year, we will discuss the need to rethink clusters from the
perspective of geopolitical dynamics and the necessity for sustainable strategies.



The Recent geopolitical conflicts have heightened the importance of assessing how, and
to which extent, geopolitical risk affects global value chain and the distribution of
Foreign Direct Investment.

In response, Multinational Enterprises (MNEs) are reshaping their strategies to mitigate
these uncertainties through nearshoring, friendshoring and backshoring. While such
responses are not entirely new, they have gained considerable interest from academics
and practitioners, particularly due to the new developments in the recent global context.
These strategic adjustments are reshaping local economic activities and industry
agglomeration, potentially triggering new development cycles and dynamic shifts in
regional clusters.

However, the impact on emerging economies presents unique challenges. Emerging
economies have different experiences and patterns of regional/industrial cluster
developments when compared with the cases of Europe or the United States. Regional
clusters in emerging economies are relatively unstable. Their development and
competitiveness are constrained by the macroeconomic and institutional pressures of
the home country. A more in-depth approach of the emerging economies regional
cluster can advance our understanding of the location and proximity, and how
multinational strategies and sustainability can shape the regional cluster dynamic.

The ability of clusters to adapt to this new landscape will define their role in economic
and social development, requiring an understanding of cluster dynamics and a
commitment to cross-disciplinary collaboration. This approach enables clusters to
respond to the demands of a rapidly changing world and lead the transition to a more
sustainable and resilient future.

Special session proposal deadline: July 1st, 2025
Submission deadline: July 31st, 2025

Notification of acceptance: August 31st, 2025
Early registration deadline: September 15th, 2025
Registration deadline: October 10th, 2025

Welcome Reception: November 23rd, 2025
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Anete Alberton - University of Vale‘ o ltajal (UNIVALI)
Dinora Eliete Floriani - University of Vale do Itajai (UNIVALI)
Mohamed Amal - Regional University of Blumenau (FURB)
Gustavo Behling - University of Vale do Itajai (UNIVALI)
Rosilene Marcon - University of Vale do Itajai (UNIVALI)

Co-organizers’ Committee

Annalisa Caloffi - University of Florence

Francesco Capone - University of Florence

José Luis Hervas-Oliver Universitat Politecnica de Valencia
Luciana Lazzeretti - University of Florence

Rafael Boix Domenech - University of Valencia

Silvia Rita Sedita - University of Padova
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